
 The History of All Saints Church Spartanburg

All Saints Church had its beginning in the spring of 2008 with a worship service and luncheon on the first 
Sunday of Pentecost.  The meeting was held at the home of a former parishioner at 716 Otis Boulevard and 
was attended by 100 prospective members.  As this group of worshippers gathered and pondered their 
outcome it was clear that an affiliation with the Anglican Mission in America was needed to begin the future of 
All Saints Church in Spartanburg.

With the direction of Pastor George Gray, Worship Leader Nowell Copley, worshippers, and Bishop TJ 
Johnson the church began to form and apply for all the necessary documents needed for the church to begin.  
As with any new organization, it was not without opportunities for growth.  Several times parishioners and 
clergy had to decide which direction they would pursue, sometimes going in the same direction as All Saints 
but at other times pursuing a different direction.

As the year 2009 began it was a time of new opportunities as Charlie Vensel was hired by the church and with 
the financial support of the AMIA to become its rector.  Meetings were held to develop goals and a consensus 
model was developed based on Hope, Vision, Trust, and Healing.  The parishioners who remained developed 
a trust and strength to see this new church succeed.  

All Saints began meeting at the Chapman Cultural Center which remained our place of worship until 2013 
when we determined to move to our current church location on Kennedy Street.  During the time at the 
Chapman Center exciting things began to happen.  Our staff had now expanded to Charlie Vensel as Rector, 
Nowell Copley as Worship Leader, Laurie Copley as Children Ministry Director, and Jennifer Fralick as Youth 
Ministry Director.  Sunday School was being held during this time for adults and children and attendance was 
around 80 to 90 per Sunday.  There was an excitement about this church and it showed.  

Our church began to seek a future vision and direction as to how we could make an impact.  Charlie’s direction 
for our church was to become active as a Downtown Church which could be an asset to the community and its 
people.  At the same time Nowell Copley became involved in Kairos and brought this mission to the church so 
that we could reach out to those in need.  Even today Kairos is an important part of our church along with the 
Jump Start program which is designed to assist individuals in regaining their life.

In 2013 a decision was made to leave the Chapman Center and move our worship to our church office at 401  
E. Kennedy Street.  The 2013 Christmas Eve service was held at our church office and our worship sanctuary 
has remained at this location.  During 2013, four people were led to ordination with three completing the 
requirements.  The church membership grew during this time and with an ever expanding women’s ministry.  
During 2014, our membership increased with 19 worshippers coming from Gaffney to become members of All 
Saints Church.  Charlie began working to developing a Men’s Ministry which is still a work in progress with 
classes and men’s night out.

2015 began with the need to nurture the women’s ministry at All Saints and in turn the Council decided to offer 
Laurie Copley the position of the Women’s Ministry, which she accepted.  At this time the Children’s Ministry 
was offered to Mary Ann Bethea which she accepted and continues in today.  

Currently, our church is going through changes.  Laurie Copley and Jennifer Fralick, head of Youth Ministry, 
have resigned effective January 1, 2016.  Both Nowell Copley, Worship Leader, and Mary Ann Bethea, 
Children’s Ministry, will remain in 2016.  Our current Rector has determined it is time to pursue his call 
elsewhere and has tendered his resignation effective November 2015.  Our church has been resilient during 
these times in the past.  This is a time for God to speak to our congregation and give us direction as to what is 
next.  We are a church who believes that by actively seeking God’s wisdom, a new focus will begin at All Saints 
that can impact this community in ways that have yet to be discovered. 


